
 
Reception Weekly Learning Update 

WB 5th November 2018   

Literacy 
This week we read the book ‘How to catch a star’. We read through the book and then discussed the story 

afterwards. The children talked about feelings and how determined the little boy was to catch a star. We then 
linked Space into our discussion and talked about why we thought the boy wasn’t able to reach the star; with 

answers such as because it is too far away in the sky. The children then went away and completed an 
independent task where they had to sequence parts of the story into a beginning, middle and end. We will be 
looking at this story next week and the children will be able to share their ideas on how they think they could 

catch a star! 

Phonics 
This week the children have been recapping the 

previously taught sounds. We have also introduced the 
new sounds u, b and f.  All the children have been trying 
really hard to practise the letter formations and we have 

seen some lovely writing!  
We would like you to practise all the letter sounds that the 
children have been learning, these are m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, 

g, o, c, k, u, b and f. Also to complete the phonics’ 
homework. 

 

Maths 
This week we recapped on 2D shapes. We worked 

through a PowerPoint as a class, discussing the 
different properties of each shape – the children 
did very well and remembered some from our 
previous lesson. We then got into a circle and 

introduced our monster from space, who was very 
hungry for 2D shapes! We put all our 2D shapes 

into the middle and then read out cards that 
described a shape for our monster to eat. The 
children did a great job and our monster from 

space left feeling very happy and full!  

Expressive Arts and Design 
This week the children have been creating their own 

planets! We have been having lots of fun using papier 
mache and covering the balloons – next week we will be 
painting our planets! In our music session this week we 
introduced our Christmas nativity songs, and we have 

already started practising!   
This week for Golden Time the children made edible 

sparklers, they used the bread sticks and dipped them 
into chocolate and sprinkles! 

Understanding the World 
This week we have been looking at Space. We 

learnt about the different planets in our solar 
system and we discussed which planet we lived 
on. Not only have we been learning about Space 
this week but also the celebration of Diwali. As 

some of our children and teachers celebrated this 
event we thought it would be nice for all the 

children to understand what the celebration is for 
and why it is celebrated. The children enjoyed 

watching videos and learning about the different 
gods and goddess’. 

We have had our continuous provision around the 
classroom set up for the children to explore – our 

main focus this week has been Space and 2D 
shapes.  

 


